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LightSail® Lexile FAQ 

What is a Lexile® measure? 

A Lexile measure is a valuable piece of information about either an individual’s reading ability or the 
complexity of a text, like a book or article. The Lexile measure is shown as a number with an “L” after it: 880L is 
880 Lexile. A student gets his or her Lexile reader measure from a reading test or program. For example, if a 
student receives an 880L on her end-of grade reading test or the LightSail Power Challenge™, she is an 880 
Lexile reader. Higher Lexile measures represent a higher level of reading ability. A Lexile reader measure can 
range from below 200L for emergent readers to above 1600L for advanced readers. Readers who score below 
0L receive a BR for Beginning Reader. LightSail is not recommended for readers below 200L. A book, article or 
piece of text receives a Lexile text measure when it’s analyzed by an application developed by MetaMetrics 
called the Lexile Analyzer. The text measure is based on the semantic and syntactic elements of a text. Many 
other factors affect the relationship between a reader and a text, including its content, the age and interests of 
the reader, and the structure of the text. The Lexile text measure is a good starting point in the text-selection 
process, with these other factors then being considered. 

How is a student’s Lexile measure calculated? 

As a student reads on LightSail and answers the embedded cloze assessments, the e-reader platform performs 
an analysis of her performance on the cloze items in relation to her previously calculated reading ability. The 
student’s library and Lexile bubble will adjust based on this analysis. 

What do the colors of the Lexile bubbles represent? 

The colors indicate whether a student is making adequate progress to reach the end-of-year benchmark. The 
colors change based upon where a student is expected to be at that particular point in the year. Blue indicates 
above benchmark, green indicates at benchmark, yellow indicates below benchmark, and red indicates far 
below benchmark. 

How much Lexile growth should my students make each week or school year? 

If students start the year as proficient readers (blue or green Lexile bubbles in LightSail), then the amount of 
growth they are expected to make each week and over the course of the school year is indicated in the chart 
below. Students seeing more growth than this in this table are outpacing expected growth, which is great! 
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Typical Lexile Growth Rate*  

Grade Growth per Year Growth per Week 
3 139L 2.7L 
4 122L 2.3L 

5 104L 2.0L 

6 87L 1.7L 

7 69L 1.3L 

8 52L 1.0L 

9 34L 0.7L 

10 17L 0.3L 

*This chart, from MetaMetric's Novel Interpretations of Academic Growth, assumes that students began the school year reading on grade 
level. Students who begin the year behind grade level will need to outpace this chart. 

If students start the year below benchmark (yellow or red Lexile bubbles in LightSail), then it is critical that they 
outpace these typical growth rates in order to achieve a reading ability that is on grade level. 

What are the “tricks” to ensuring students’ Lexile measures go up, up, up? 

The more students read, the more opportunities they have to take cloze assessments. The more cloze 
assessments they carefully answer, the more accurate their reported Lexile measures will be. 

First and foremost, students need to understand what cloze assessments are and what they cognitively 
demand. Teaching students to attend to cloze assessments by slowing down and thoughtfully selecting an 
answer is of the utmost importance. Teachers frequently find that Lexile dips are the result of students not 
taking the cloze assessments seriously and quickly picking an answer for the sake of moving on. Be explicit 
with students that their performance on cloze assessments will determine their Lexile growth. 

Once students regularly utilize strategies to correctly answer cloze items, it is simply a matter of letting 
students read as much as possible every day (minimum of 30 minutes/day). Students should be encouraged to 
read texts that are LightSail Power Texts™, as these books are going to provide the appropriate level of 
challenge to make readers stronger (though students who have blue or green Lexile bubbles should also be 
encouraged to choose books based upon interest, even if those books fall outside of their Lexile range). 

What causes a student’s Lexile measure to decrease? 

A student’s Lexile measure will likely decrease if too many cloze assessments are answered incorrectly. The 
Lexile measure dips when a student’s comprehension is less than 75% over the course of several reading 
sessions. The further below 75% comprehension a student falls, the greater the dip in overall Lexile measure. 
Additionally, students who read infrequently and for very short bursts of time encounter fewer cloze 
assessments, which also prevents Lexile growth. 
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There are two main reasons why a student may incorrectly answer cloze assessments. One reason is due to 
vocabulary deficiencies. Cloze assessments incorporate vocabulary knowledge and vocabulary is a key factor 
in reading comprehension. When a student who is reading closely and carefully still miss cloze items and sees 
a dip in her Lexile measure, it may be related to vocabulary development.  

More often than not, however, Lexile measures dip when students are not reading closely and carefully. This is 
why it is critical that students be taught what cloze items are and how to tackle them. Once they understand 
how to approach cloze assessments (and apply the necessary strategies), they should be allowed as much time 
as possible to read, read, read! 

Are students penalized for reading texts with lower Lexile measures than their current Lexile measures? 

No! Lexile measures will not dip when students read texts outside of their Power Text range. However, reading 
a text at a much lower Lexile level than the student’s current reading ability will not provide opportunities for 
her Lexile measure to increase, either. Guide students toward LightSail Power Texts to ensure that they are 
reading books at appropriate levels, thus ensuring opportunities for Lexile growth. 

Where can I go for resources that will help me teach my students about cloze assessments? 

The LightSail Learning Community, an online professional development forum dedicated to teachers, is 
loaded with helpful instructional resources. To log in to this site, use the password provided during the 
LightSail setup process (contact us at support.lightsailed.com or email your LightSail Instructional Coach if you 
have forgotten your password). In the Understanding Data tab (found in Classroom Resources), you’ll find 
conversion charts, data guides, and research-based evaluations of LightSail’s impact on student learning. 

What should I do when I notice students’ Lexile measures are dipping? 

If you notice this is happening across the class, teach a mini-lesson about cloze assessments and helpful 
strategies (available in the LightSail Learning Community). If the dip is only affecting a small group of students, 
watch students read to determine whether the issue is a lack of close reading or vocabulary deficiencies. If 
students are not closely reading, teach the cloze mini-lesson in a small group setting. If you find that students 
are struggling with vocabulary, use the Vocabulary tab in the Student Portfolio page to identify words that 
they’re missing. Providing additional instructional opportunities for students to practice these words (see the 
LightSail Learning Community for ideas!) will help improve their vocabulary knowledge base. 

What should I do if I have more questions about Lexile measures and/or cloze assessments? 

If you visit the LightSail Learning Community and don’t find what you need (or just want additional support), 
don’t hesitate to contact us. Contact us at support.lightsailed.com or email your LightSail Instructional Coach 
with your questions. We are happy to help!  

 


